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A major new poem on the myth and history of  Jerusalem/Al Quds—from the author revered as the greatest 
living Arabic poet. 

At the age of  eighty six, Adonis has come out of  retirement to pen an extended, innovative poem on Jerusalem/
Al Quds. It is a hymn to a troubled city embattled by the conflicting demands of  Jews, Christians, and Muslims. 
Wrapping multiple voices, historical references, and political viewpoints within his ecstatic lyricism, Adonis has 
created a provocative work of  unique beauty and profound wisdom, beautifully rendered in English by award 
winning poet Khaled Mattawa.

“[Adonis]led a modernist revolution in the second half  of  the 20th century, exerting a seismic influence on Arabic poetry comparable to 
TS Eliot’s in the anglophone world… it would be hard to argue for a poet of  greater stature in a literary culture where poetry is the most 
prestigious form as well as being popular.”

—Maya Jaggi, Guardian
Adonis, born Ali Ahmad Sa’id, is a 
Syrian poet. He has been a leading 
figure in the modernist movement 
in Arabic poetry since the mid-
twentieth century. He lives in France.  
 
Khaled Mattawa is professor of  
English and Creative Writing at the 
University of  Michigan. He has 
received a MacArthur grant among 
many other awards for his writings 
and translations.

Concerto al-Quds
Translated from the Arabic by Khaled Mattawa
Adonis
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