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For immediate release:

Tuesday 17 November 2009
THE INTERNATIONAL PRIZE FOR

ARABIC FICTION 2010
Longlist Announced

www.arabicfiction.org
The judges for the International Prize for Arabic Fiction 2010 today, Tuesday 17 November, announce their longlist of books in contention for the prize next year. 
The longlist of 16 books was chosen by the judges from 115 eligible entries. They are, in alphabetical order: 
	Author

	Title
	Publisher
	Nationality

	Al-Khamis, Umaima

	The Leafy Tree
	Dar Al-Mada
	Saudi Arabian

	Al-Mansi Qindeel, Muhammad 
	A Cloudy Day on the West Side
	Dar Al-Shorouk 

	Egyptian


	Al-Ramly, Muhsin 
	Fingers Pass
	Arab Scientific Publishers

	Iraqi


	Al-Rimawy, Mahmoud 
	Who Will Cheer up the Lady
	Dar Fadaat

	Jordanian


	Bader, Ali 
	Kings of the Sands
	Kaleem Publishing

	Iraqi


	Bin Bakheet, Abdullah 
	Street of Affections
	Dar Al-Saqi

	Saudi Arabian


	Daoud, Hassan

	180 Sunsets

	Dar Al-Saqi

	Lebanese


	Ez Eldin, Mansoura

	Beyond Paradise
	Dar Al-Ain 

	Egyptian


	Jabir, Rabee

	America

	Al-Markaz al-Thaqafi al-Arabi (Arab Cultural Centre)

	Lebanese


	Khal, Abdo 
	She Throws Sparks
	Al-Jamal Publications

	Saudi Arabian


	Khalifeh, Sahar 
	Origin and Branch
	Dar Al-Adab

	Palestinian


	Madhoun, Raba'i 
	The Lady from Tel Aviv

	Arab Institute for Publishing and Studies

	Palestinian


	Naji, Jamal

	When the Wolves Grow Old

	Ministry of Culture Publications

	Jordanian


	Qasimi, Samir 
	A Great Day to Die
	Al-Ikhtilaf Publications

	Algerian


	Sobh, Alawiya 

	It’s Called Love
	Dar Al-Adab

	Lebanese


	Yaseen Hasan, Rosa

	The Guards of the Air

	Al-Kawkab

	Syrian



	


As is customary with the prize, the five judges from Europe and the Arab World will be announced at the same time as the shortlist of finalists on 15 December 2009 at a press conference at the Beirut Book Fair in Lebanon.
Jonathan Taylor, Chair of the Board of Trustees, comments on the longlist: “The longlist again demonstrates the quality and diversity of contemporary Arabic writing. The prize goes from strength to strength and not only the winners but also many shortlisted writers are being translated and published in English and other languages. These writers deserve a wider audience and the prize is helping to secure that.”
The International Prize for Arabic Fiction, now in its third year, aims to reward excellence in contemporary Arabic creative writing and to encourage wider international readership of Arabic literature of the highest quality. The prize was launched in Abu Dhabi, UAE, in April 2007 in association with the Booker Prize Foundation and with the support of the Emirates Foundation for Philanthropy, one of the UAE’s leading foundations. 
Zaki Nusseibeh, one of the prize’s trustees and Vice-Chairman of the Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture and Heritage, adds: “The previous two winners - Bahaa Taher, with his moving Sunset Oasis and Youssef Ziedan, with his controversial Azazel – have joined a long list of Arabic literary greats. Through the prize their books, already widely acclaimed in the original Arabic, will also be widely read in translation.
“It is so satisfying and exciting to see how IPAF, launched a mere three years ago, is already so well respected and celebrated in Arab and international literary circles.”
The International Prize for Arabic Fiction is awarded for prose fiction in Arabic and each of the six shortlisted finalists receives $10,000, with a further $50,000 going to the winner.  There were 115 eligible submissions, from 17 Arab countries - Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Palestine, Iraq, UAE, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Bahrain, Oman, Morocco, Libya, Sudan, Tunisia and Algeria. 

The winner of the 2008 prize - Sunset Oasis by Egyptian novelist Bahaa Taher – has recently been published in the UK by Sceptre (an imprint of Hodder & Stoughton). It also has translation and publication deals in France, Germany, Norway, Greece Romania, Bosnia and Canada.
The winner of the 2009 prize – Azazel by Egyptian writer Youssef Ziedan – will be published in the UK by Atlantic Books in spring 2010. It will also be published in Italian, German, Greek, Romanian, Bosnian and Croatian.
Many of the shortlisted books have also received translation offers into other languages.
Joumana Haddad, the prize’s administrator, adds: “This international interest in Arabic Literature is one of the IPAF’s main aspirations, and it is so rewarding to see how the prize is already changing our cultural scene, by increasing book sales and encouraging translations. It also proves that a real literary prize is much more than just a sum of money handed to an author”.

The winner of the International Prize for Arabic Fiction 2010 will be announced at the awards ceremony in Abu Dhabi on Tuesday 2 March 2010, the first day of the Abu Dhabi International Book Fair. 
-ends-

Notes to Editors

· All works submitted for the International Prize for Arabic Fiction must be prose fiction in Arabic

· Spokespeople for the Prize are: Jonathan Taylor CBE, Chairman of the Board of Trustees and Joumana Haddad, Prize Administrator. To arrange an interview, please contact: Katy MacMillan-Scott at Colman Getty on +44 (0)20 7631 2666 or katy@colmangetty.co.uk
· This is the third year of the International Prize for Arabic Fiction. For a full history of the prize visit the website: www.arabicfiction.org. The site features the rules of entry, background information and breaking news and is the quickest way for the prize’s worldwide audience to access information

· The International Prize for Arabic Fiction is funded by the Emirates Foundation, one of the leading philanthropic organisations in the UAE 

· An independent Board of Trustees, drawn from across the Arab world and beyond, is responsible for the overall management of the prize. The trustees are, in alphabetical order: Marie-Thérèse Abdul-Messih, Professor of English & Comparative Literature, University of Cairo, Egypt; Bachar Chebaro, Publisher, Scientific Arab Publishers, Lebanon; Dr. Peter Clark OBE, Independent Consultant and Writer, Middle East Cultural Advisory Services, UK; Omar Saif Ghobash, Ambassador, Abu Dhabi, UAE; Sasha Havlicek, Executive Director, Trialogue Educational Trust; Khaled Hroub, Arab journalist, UK; Farouk Mardam-Bey, Cultural Advisor, Institut du Monde Arabe, France; Hisham Matar, Novelist, Libya/UK; Ibrahim El Moallem, Publisher, ex-Head of Arab Publisher’s Union, Egypt; Zaki Nusseibeh, Advisor, Ministry of Presidential Affairs – Vice-Chairman, Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture and Heritage; Margaret Obank, Publisher and Editor, Banipal magazine of Modern Arab Literature, UK; William Sieghart Chairman & Founder, Forward Publishing, National Poetry Day, UK; Yasir Suleiman, Professor of Arabic, University of Cambridge, UK; Evelyn Smith, Company Secretary, Booker Prize Foundation, UK; Jonathan Taylor CBE, Chairman, Booker Prize Foundation, UK 
For further information and press enquiries please contact

Katy MacMillan-Scott or Veronique Norton at Colman Getty

Tel: +44 (0)20 7631 2666
E-mail: katy@colmangetty.co.uk / veronique@colmangetty.co.uk
Out of Office Hours: Katy MacMillan-Scott, +44 (0)7786567887
You may also contact the Prize’s administration at:

info@arabicfiction.org 
Colman Getty
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